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The methodology to be used for determining the significance of environmental effects is set out in
Volume 11, Section 2, Part 5, Chapter 2 of the Highways Agency’s Design Manual for Roads and
Bridges (DMRB). It may also be referenced as HA 205/08.
The Tables set out below are reproduced from that document.
Environmental Value (or Sensitivity) and Typical Descriptors
Value (Sensitivity)
Very high
High
Medium
Low
Negligible

Typical Descriptors
Very high importance and rarity, international scale and
very limited potential for substitution.
High importance and rarity, national scale and limited
potential for substitution.
High or medium importance and rarity, regional scale and
limited potential for substitution.
Low or medium importance and rarity, local scale.
Very low importance and rarity, local scale.

Magnitude of Impact and Typical Descriptors
Magnitude of
Impact
Major

Moderate

Minor

Negligible

No change

Typical Criteria Descriptors
Loss of resource and/or quality and integrity of resource; severe
damage to key characteristics, features or elements (Adverse).
Large scale or major improvement of resource quality; extensive
restoration or enhancement; major improvement of attribute quality
(Beneficial).
Loss of resource, but not adversely affecting the integrity; partial loss
of/damage to key characteristics, features or elements (Adverse).
Benefit to, or addition of, key characteristics, features or elements;
improvement of attribute quality (Beneficial).
Some measurable change in attributes, quality or vulnerability; minor
loss of, or alteration to, one (maybe more) key characteristics, features
or elements (Adverse).
Minor benefit to, or addition of, one (maybe more) key characteristics,
features or elements; some beneficial impact on attribute or a reduced
risk of negative impact occurring (Beneficial).
Very minor loss or detrimental alteration to one or more characteristics,
features or elements (Adverse).
Very minor benefit to or positive addition of one or more characteristics,
features or elements (Beneficial).
No loss or alteration of characteristics, features or elements; no
observable impact in either direction.
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Very High

Neutral

Slight

Moderate or
Large

Large or
Very Large

Very Large

High

Neutral

Slight

Slight or
Moderate

Moderate or
Large

Large or
Very Large

Medium

Neutral

Neutral or
Slight

Slight

Moderate

Moderate or
Large

Low

Neutral

Neutral or
Slight

Neutral or
slight

Slight

Slight or
Moderate

Negligible

ENVIRONMENTAL VALUE (SENSITIVITY)

Arriving at the Significance of Effects

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral or
Slight

Neutral or
Slight

Slight

No change

Negligible

Minor

Moderate

Major

MAGNITUDE OF IMPACT (DEGREE OF CHANGE)

Descriptors of the Significance of Effects
Significance
Category
Very Large

Large
Moderate

Slight
Neutral

Typical Descriptors of Effect
Only adverse effects are normally assigned this level of significance. They
represent key factors in the decision-making process. These effects are
generally, but not exclusively, associated with sites or features of international,
national or regional importance that are likely to suffer a most damaging impact
and loss of resource integrity. However, a major change in a site or feature of
local importance may also enter this category.
These beneficial or adverse effects are considered to be very important
considerations and are likely to be material in the decision-making process.
These beneficial or adverse effects may be important, but are not likely to be
key decision-making factors. The cumulative effects of such factors may
influence decision-making if they lead to an increase in the overall adverse
effect on a particular resource or receptor.
These beneficial or adverse effects may be raised as local factors. They are
unlikely to be critical in the decision-making process, but are important in
enhancing the subsequent design of the project.
No effects or those that are beneath levels of perception, within normal bounds
of variation or within the margin of forecasting error.

